
There are TWO key points to remember for REGULAR verbs:
 

  the positive forms of regular verbs are THE SAME as in the present tense

  **The exception to point #1, is the “tu” form of “ARE” verbs. These end in “a”,
rather than “i” like they do in the present tense.  

ARE ERE IRE IRE (ISC)

tu guarda scrivi apri finisci

noi guardiamo scriviamo apriamo finiamo

voi guardate scrivete aprite finite

andare dare dire stare fare

tu va’  (vai) da’  (dai) di’ sta’  (stai) fa’  (fai)

You have arrived at the “imperative” part of your Italian grammar journey -- the
imperativo! There are two forms of the imperativo in Italian - informale and formale. We
will start here with the informale! 

L’IMPERATIVO
I N FORMALE

IRREGULAR “TU” FORMS

As you’ll notice, the “tu” form for these verbs is also the same as the present tense, just with
the last “i” replaced with an apostrophe. For these verbs, you can use either “tu” form but
the shortened form is most often used. 



avere essere

tu abbi sii

noi abbiamo siamo

voi abbiate siate

AVERE and ESSERE

Aside from the “noi” forms, which are
the same as they are in the present
tense, you will need to memorize the “tu”
and “voi” forms as they are irregular. 

MAKING NEGATIVE FORMS OF THE IMPERATIVO INFORMALE

When making a negative sentence using either the “noi” or “voi” form, you can simply
put “non” in front of the conjugated verb.

Non mangiamo a casa stasera!         Let’s not eat at home tonight! 
Non andate troppo presto!                 Don’t go too early! 

When making a negative sentence using the “tu” form, you must use the INFINITIVE of
the verb (ending in -are/-ere/-ire) after the word “non”. Do not conjugate it! 

Non mangiare quella mela!               Don’t eat that apple! 
Non andare a Napoli!                          Don’t go to Naples! 

THE IMPERATIVO INFORMALE + PRONOUNS

To use object or reflexive pronouns with the imperativo informale, you can attach the
pronoun directly to the end of the verb. 

Ricordati di mangiare bene!         Remember to eat well! 
Che belle pizze! Mangiamole!       What nice pizzas! Let’s eat them!



To use object or reflexive pronouns with da’, fa’, sa’, di’, and va’, you drop the
apostrophe and double the first letter of the pronoun (*except for “gli”).

Dammi le chiavi!                                           Give me the keys! 
Non l’hai fatto? Fallo prima di partire!       You haven’t done it? Do it before you leave! 

If you are making a negative sentence in the “tu” form with pronouns, remove the “e”
from the end of the infinitive verb and add the pronoun to the end. It is also correct if you
keep the pronouns in front of the verb. 

Non dirmi bugie!                                     Don’t tell me lies! 
Non darglielo. Perde tutto!                   Don’t give it to him. He loses everything!



Things to remember for REGULAR verbs:
 

  to make the LEI form, drop the “o” off the “io” form of the verb in the present
tense and add “i” to -ARE verbs or “a” to -ERE and -IRE verbs 

         to make the LORO form, drop the “o” off the “io” form of the verb in the present
tense and add “ino”to -ARE verbs or “ano” to -ERE and -IRE verbs 

ARE ERE IRE IRE (ISC)

Lei guardi scriva apra finisca

Loro guardino scrivano aprano finiscano

andare dire fare uscire venire

Lei vada dica faccia esca venga

Loro vadano dicano facciano escano vengano

The “formale” of the imperativo has two forms: Lei and Loro. Lei is quite commonly used,
whereas Loro is rarely used except for very formal circumstances. The “voi” form is much
more frequently used to address a group. 

L’IMPERATIVO
FORMALE

VERBS WITH IRREGULAR “IO” FORMS

You may be wondering what to do with verbs that have an irregular “io” form in the
present tense. The good news, is that you just need to drop the “o” off the “io” form, and
add an “a” !  



avere essere

Lei abbia sia

Loro abbiano siano

AVERE and ESSERE

These forms are completely irregular
and will need to be memorized. 

MAKING NEGATIVE FORMS OF THE IMPERATIVO FORMALE

When making a negative sentence using either the “Lei” or “Loro” form, you can simply
put “non” in front of the conjugated verb.

Non dica niente!                     Don’t say anything! 
Non parlino con loro!             Don’t talk to them! 

THE IMPERATIVO FORMALE + PRONOUNS

To use object or reflexive pronouns with the imperativo formale, you need to put the
pronouns in front of the verb. You cannot add them to the end like you do with the
imperativo informale. (*The exception to this is the indirect object pronoun “loro”). 

Me lo dia, per favore.                             Give it to me, please. 
Si lavi prima le mani, per cortesia.       Wash your hands first, please. 



Let's Conjugate Those Verbs! 

AVERE - to have

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

LEGGERE - to read

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

PULIRE - to clean

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

FARE - to do / make

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

ANDARE - to go

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

MANDARE - to send

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________



ESSERE - to be

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

PRENDERE - to take

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

CHIAMARE - to call

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

DARE - to give 

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

COMPRARE - to buy

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

DORMIRE - to sleep

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________



SCRIVERE - to write

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

CHIUDERE - to close

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

GUARDARE - to watch

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

USCIRE - to go out 

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

PARTIRE - to leave

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

BERE - to drink

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________



STARE - to stay

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

APRIRE - to open

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

METTERE - to put

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

SCENDERE - to descend 

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

VENIRE - to come

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________

DIRE - to say / tell

Tu  __________________________________________

Noi  _________________________________________

Voi  _________________________________________

Lei __________________________________________

Loro ________________________________________



Esercizio 2

Choose the correct form of the imperativo that correctly completes the sentence.
*Remember to check the rules for negative sentences!  

1.   Lei --- ( Smetti / Smetta / Smette )  di fumare, per favore!

2.  Tu  --- ( Metti / Metta / Mette )  il cibo nel frigo! È troppo caldo! 

3.  Noi --- ( Andiamo / Andammo / Vadiamo ) a un ristorante dopo la partita! 

4.  Voi --- Non ( avete paura / aviate paura / abbiate paura )! I cani sono simpatici! 

5.  Tu  --- Non ( dimenticare / dimentica / dimentichi )  la torta di compleanno!

6.  Lei --- Non ( leggere / legga / legge) quel romanzo! Non è molto interessante.

7.  Tu  --- ( Guidi / Guide / Guida ) più lentamente!

8.  Voi --- ( Chiudete / Chiudate / Chiudere )  le porte!  

9. Noi --- ( Uscammo / Usciamo / Esciamo ) insieme! 

10. Tu --- Non ( sia / sii / essere ) arrabbiato! Non è colpa mia!  

Esercizio 1 

Write the correct form of the imperativo informale next to the verbs. 

1.   dire / tu

2.  parlare / noi

3.  guardare / voi

4.  mettere / tu

5.  fare / voi

6.  dare / tu

7.  chiudere / noi

8.  andare / noi

9.  prendere / voi

10.  bere / tu

11.  correre / noi

12.  lasciare / tu

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________     

Imperativo - Practice!
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Esercizio 4

Conjugate the following verbs in the imperativo informale “tu” to complete the sentences. 

1.  _____________________ (stare) zitto! È un segreto!

2.  _____________________ (non dimenticare) di lavare i piatti.

3.  ______________________ (dare) il telefono a Paolo. 

4.  ________________________ (non leggere) quel messaggio!

5.  ________________________ (guardare) la partita con me.

6.  Matteo, ________________________ (venire) subito. Abbiamo bisogno di te!

7.  ________________________ (guidare) con pazienza

8.   ______________________ (bere) l’aranciata prima di mangiare.

9.  _______________________ (essere) simpatico con loro. 

10.  _______________________ (fare) i compiti senza lamentare! 

11.  ________________________ (pulire) la cucina e il bagno. 

12.  _____________________ (chiamare) Giulia stasera. Aspetta la tua chiamata.

13.  _____________________ (dire) la verità!

Esercizio 3

Conjugate the following verbs in the imperativo formale “Lei” to complete the sentences. 

1.  _____________________ (essere) tranquillo, per favore. Il bambino sta dormendo.

2.  _____________________ (porta) un giubbotto pesante, signore. Fa freddo oggi.

3.  ______________________ (avere) pazienza, signorina.

4.  ________________________ (andare) dal medico al più presto, signora.

5.  ________________________ (accomodarsi), per favore.

6.  ________________________ (non venire) da questa strada, per cortesia.

7.  Signore, ________________________ (guardare) com’è bella questa vista!

8.   ______________________ (chiudere) la porta, per favore!

9.  Mi _______________________ (dare) il libro, per cortesia.

10. Signorina, _______________________ (non comprare) questa macchina. 

11.  ________________________ (sedersi), per favore. 

12.  _____________________ (mettere) i regali sul tavolo, signori. 

13.  _____________________ (non perdere) le chiavi, per cortesia.

14.  _____________________ (camminare) lentamente, signora. 



Esercizio 6

Your family is meeting your new boyfriend / girlfriend / partner for the first time
and you want to make sure that everyone is behaving well! Give them 8-10
instructions about things to do / not do during this meeting. 

Esercizio 5

Conjugate the following verbs in the imperativo and add the pronouns given to complete
the sentences.  

1.  Ciao signora! _____________________ (sedersi) qui, per favore.

2.  Daria, _____________________ (dire + mi) quando hai finito di lavorare. 

3.  ______________________ (non + dire + ci) queste cose!  

4.  ________________________ (non + fare + ci) visita questa mattina, per cortesia.

5.  Carlo ama tanto quella canzone! ________________________ (cantare + gli + la).

6.  Questo film mi pare interessante. ________________________ (guardare + lo) insieme!

7.  Signore, grazie per i fiori! ________________________ (mettere + li) nel vaso blu e

__________________ (dare + gli) dell’acqua, per cortesia.

8.   Ci piace questo poema, ma non possiamo leggere il tedesco. Hans,

______________________ (leggere + ci + lo)!  

9.  Ragazzi, _______________________ (smettere + la)! _________________ (alzarsi) e

_________________ (seguire + mi) dentro la scuola.

10. Vittoria, la riunione alle due, _______________________ (non + scordarsi + la)! 

11.  Signorina, ________________________ (aspettare + ci), per favore. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



TU LEI

DIRE

ASCOLTARE

DARE

BERE

LEGGERE

PULIRE

ANDARE

LAVARSI

GUARDARE

DIVERTIRSI

ESSERE

SCRIVERE

AVERE

PARLARE

L’imperativo: tu e Lei   #1

Fill out the chart with the correct forms of the “tu” and “Lei” imperativo. 



TU LEI

SENTIRE

CREDERE

APRIRE

MANGIARE

FARE

STARE

SCEGLIERE

PRENDERE

VESTIRSI

INSEGNARE

DORMIRE

COMPLETARE

RISPONDERE

USCIRE

L’imperativo: tu e Lei   #2

Fill out the chart with the correct forms of the “tu” and “Lei” imperativo. 


